Welcome to
Kindergarten
and to our
Catholic
School

Brant Haldimand Norfolk
Catholic District School Board
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Land Acknowledgement

We acknowledge that the land upon
which we gather is the traditional
territory of the Haudenosaunee and
Anishinaabe Nations.

We recognize that the Brant Haldimand
Norfolk Catholic District School Board
and its schools have many ties to Six
Nations of the Grand River and
Mississaugas of the Credit First Nations,
situated on the traditional land of the
Haudenosaunee and Anishinaabe, within
the Two Row Wampum and the One Dish
One Spoon Treaty areas.

As a Catholic learning community and as
Treaty People ourselves, we strive to build
the Kingdom of God; where all people

are treated with respect and dignity as we
move forward, as allies, towards truth and
reconciliation.
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All children are
competent, capable of
complex thinking,
curious, and rich In
potential and
experience.

-The Kindergarten Program

All students can
succeed. Each student
has his or her own

unigue patterns of
learning.

-Learning for All



Spiritual Development and Learning
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“Let the little children ccC ' and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven
belong uch as these.” (Matthew 19:14)




Families are composed of
individuals who are
competent and capable,
curious, and rich in
experience. Families love
their children and want
the best for them.
Families are experts on
their children. They arey .
the first and most |
powerful influence

on children's learning,
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Why is Self-Regulation important?

Self-Regulation lays the foundation for how we adjust our feelings, actions and
thoughts so we can handle difficult situations, so we don’t get overwhelmed.

» Self-Regulation includes recognizing what calm feels like and what it feels like to
become overstressed.

* The ultimate Self-Regulation goal is to help children understand when and how to
manage stress.

As parents/caregivers/families:

it is important to be aware of your own stress, how it affects you and, in turn your
children.

* you will be most able to build your child’s self-regulation if you take care of your own.



Children learn through
purposeful play and
iInquiry in the classroom
and outdoors. They
learn about themselves,
others, and the world
around them by
exploring, discovering,
experimenting, and
guestioning.

“...for children, play is serious
learning. Play is really the

work of childhood.”
-Fred Rogers



Four Frames

In Kindergarten, your
child will build their skills,
knowledge, and
experiences in four

key areas or frames

of learning.

The frames reflect the
natural way children learn
and help educators and
families focus on how a
child’s learning develops.

Children
Families
Educators
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FRAME - Self-Regulation
and Well-Being

I e -

Children develop a sense of
self-awareness and an
understanding of the importance
of physical and mental health
and wellness. They learn
important life skills including how
to regulate their emotions and
how to adapt to distractions.






FRAME - Problem
Solving and Innovating

Children make meaning of

the world around them by
observing, questioning,
planning, exploring, testing
theories, and solving problems.
They use their natural

curiosity to investigate new
and complex ideas.
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The Kindergarten Team

Teachers and Early Childhood Educators work together to plan and
Implement the program and to maintain a healthy physical, emotional,
and social learning environment.

Together they :

* interact with each child every day to create a program based on
your child’s interests

* create a sense of belonging

 support their social and emotional needs and academic growth

* The Kindergarten team is required of classrooms of 16 or more children




Outdoor Play Benefits of outdoor play
e -~

r include the development of:
* Gross motor skills
« Coordination
* Physical fithess
« Self-regulation skills
* Social and emotional skills
« Literacy skills
 Numeracy skills and many

And most of all it allows time
to connect with nature while
having fun!

Arrive dressed for all weather conditions to
fully engage in daily outdoor play!



How Learning is Communicated

Examples of educator
communications to families

Eoard Logo i n CI u d e :
f:; Ontarip MrsefEduestion  Kindergarten Communication of Learning e (Conversations th roug h
Initial Observations
- phone calls

Student |  |oen: DaysAbsent: |Total Days Absent: « Conversations in person
Year1 [ | Year2 [ |  French: Immersion [ | Core [ | Extended [ | | Times Late: |TulalThmsLnta: .
Teacher: - | Earty Childhood Educator:* - | « Emall
princpat Tra: Boar i *  Written notes
i) | Address: » Digital portfolio entries
Address: _

| * Kindergarten
Key Learning / Growth in Learning / Next Steps in Learning (Jest [JIep Communication of

[Comments about student leaming should be entered in a font size that is dear and legibhe.) Lea N | N g e pO rtS
(fall, winter, late spring)

“Ongoing, clear and meaningful communication between parents,
their child, and the educator team is vital to a child’s growth in

learning.”
-Understanding Your Child’s Reports



Health and Safety Measures

The BHNCDSB values
the health and safety of
all students. Kindergarten
students have the option
to wear face masks.

Please refer to the Board
website for the most up
to date health and safety
protocols.
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http://www.catholiceducation.ca/
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